
Nobel 
Prizes 2016

Alfred Nobel, a Swedish scientist and inventor, famous for 
inventing dynamite, left all his fortune to the Nobel Prizes after 
being condemned for making a fortune by selling arms. 
According to his will, Nobel Foundation started awarding 
notable people in Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, 
Economic Sciences, Peace and Literature.  

Did you know Myanmar has one 
Nobel Laureate? Aung San Suu Kyi 
was awarded Nobel Peace Prize in 

1991.



The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in 
Memory of Alfred Nobel 2016 was awarded jointly to Oliver 
Hart and Bengt Holmström "for their contributions to contract 
theory”

economic sciences

"Research is a trip and you 
have to be attentive to all 
the things you see” 
                    Bengt Holmström
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Physics

They Revealed the Secrets of Exotic Matter
The Nobel Prize in Physics 2016 was divided, 
one half awarded to David J. Thouless, the 
other half jointly to F. Duncan M. Haldane and 
J. Michael Kosterlitz "for theoretical 
discoveries of topological phase transitions 
and topological phases of matter".
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Chemistry
They Developed the 
World's Smallest 
Machines
The Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry 2016 was 
awarded jointly to Jean-
Pierre Sauvage, Sir J. 
Fraser Stoddart and 
Bernard L. Feringa "for the 
design and synthesis of 
molecular machines".

Did you know you can 
make machines that are 

1,000 times thinner 
than a strand of hair?
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peace

2016 Nobel Peace Prize
The Norwegian Nobel 
Committee has decided to 
award the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 2016 to 
Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos for 
his resolute efforts to bring 
the country's more than 
50-year-long civil war to an 
end, a war that has cost 
the lives of at least 220 000 
Colombians and displaced 
close to six million people.

The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 2016 to Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos for his resolute 
efforts to bring the country's more than 50-year-long civil war to an end, a 
war that has cost the lives of at least 220 000 Colombians and displaced 
close to six million people. The award should also be seen as a tribute to the 
Colombian people who, despite great hardships and abuses, have not given 
up hope of a just peace, and to all the parties who have contributed to the 
peace process. This tribute is paid, not least, to the representatives of the 
countless victims of the civil war.

The civil war in Colombia is one of the longest civil wars in modern times 
and the sole remaining armed conflict in the Americas. It is the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee's firm belief that President Santos, despite the "No" 
majority vote in the referendum, has brought the bloody conflict 
significantly closer to a peaceful solution, and that much of the groundwork 
has been laid for both the verifiable disarmament of the FARC guerrillas 
and a historic process of national fraternity and reconciliation. His 
endeavors to promote peace thus fulfil the criteria and spirit of Alfred 
Nobel's will.

The Colombian peace agreement referendum to ratify the final 
agreement on the termination of the Colombian conflict between the 
Colombian government and FARC guerrillas was held on October 2, 2016. 
It failed with 50.2% voting against it and 49.8% voting in favour.
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literature
2016 Nobel Prize in Literature

The Nobel Prize in Literature for 
2016 is awarded to Bob Dylan "for 
having created new poetic 
expressions within the great 
American song tradition".

BLOWIN’ IN THE WIND
How many roads must a man walk down
Before you call him a man ?
How many seas must a white dove sail
Before she sleeps in the sand ?
Yes, how many times must the cannon balls fly
Before they're forever banned ?
The answer my friend is blowin' in the wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind.
Yes, how many years can a mountain exist
Before it's washed to the sea ?
Yes, how many years can some people exist
Before they're allowed to be free ?
Yes, how many times can a man turn his head
Pretending he just doesn't see ?
The answer my friend is blowin' in the wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind.
Yes, how many times must a man look up
Before he can see the sky ?
Yes, how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry ?
Yes, how many deaths will it take till he knows
That too many people have died ?
The answer my friend is blowin' in the wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind.

Songwriters: BOB DYLAN Blowin' In The Wind lyrics © BOB DYLAN MUSIC CO

It was a great surprise 
when a singer and a 
songwriter Bob Dylan 
was announced as the 
winner. Japanese author 
Haruki Murakami has 
been seen as one of the 
strongest nominees for 
Nobel Literature Prize 
this year. 

Bob Dylan has 
been silent so far, 
and it is unknown 
if he will show up 

for the award 
ceremony or if he 

will accept the 
award.
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Physiology or medicine

The Nobel Prize in Physiology 
or Medicine 2016 was 
awarded to Yoshinori Ohsumi 
"for his discoveries of 
mechanisms for autophagy".
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